REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Greece and 150,000 in Sicily and Calabria. Of
the Turkish Albanians, rather more than the
half are Mohammedans, the rest being either
Orthodox or Roman Catholics. Yet this is not
division enough. It is necessary to recognise at
least six categories, of which three, each sub-
divided into Christians and Mohammedans, are
the Ghegs, of the north, with Austrian sym-
pathies, the Tosks, of the south, who lean
towards Italy, and the Albanians of the centre,
who favour either north or south, according to
which is stronger at the moment. The Mo-
hammedan and Christian Albanians are plunged
in everlasting feud, and Abd-ul-Hamid well
knew the art of keeping them divided that he
might rule them the better. Traditional hatred
of Russia has on more than one occasion thrown
these fearless and independent people into the
arms of Turkey, but they are Turks only as
a choice between two evils, and it is said that
many of those who from time to time embraced
Islam took this step only in order to better their
position under a regime which did not favour
Christianity. Like all mountaineers, they are
born fighters, but they are at their best in
guerilla warfare, which instinctively appeals to
hillmen all the world over. The German
instructors of the Turkish Army, whose opinion
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